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Friend ANDRE ]W SNA | 
e Have quietly refrained from thee; 
* 92 O Man of many Words, albeit 
5 1 T have ſpoken plainly to thoſe 
r ho are leſs blame worthy ; and 
snes albeit it be manifeſt that thou 
haſt not ſpoken the Truth in Uprightneſs, 
but haſt ſpoken for Contention and Wrath. 
But I am moved to ſpeak Words of Re - 
proof unto thee with ſharpneſs and bitter- 
neſs of Spirit; for that thou haſt ſpoken per- ; 
_ verſe Words, and continueſt to do fo, con- = 
cerning thoſe whom thou contendeſt with; S\ 
neither art thou Content to let Vanity and 


Strife fall to the Ground. 
* And 


1 

And howbeit I perceive other Men are 
moved by their tender Regard to the Name 
of Religion, and to prevent giving Cauſe 
to prophane Enemies to Blaſpheme : I ſay, 
they are moved to let fall their Contention, 
and cauſe their Wrath to ceaſe; yet thou, 
boaſting: 7 as if thou wert ſome · body, 
whereas I fee plainly thou art the weakeſt 
among thy Brethren, art yet putting for- 
ward the Weapons of Strife, and moving 
Men to revive their Diſputes, albeit, 1n- 
deed, they have hnherto difputed much to 
little purpoſe, ſeeing verily, Friend Andrew, 
the Man againſt whom thy Wrath is kind- 
led, is too many for you all ; and wherefore 
then ſtriveſt x So againſt him, ſeeing the 
Words of Truth are in his Mouth? Know- 
| eſt thou not, that the Learned Men have a 
Speech, which, tho? it be Apochriphal, is 
yet founded on Truth, to wit, Magna eff 

Veritas & prevalebit ? * 
And whereſore then haſt thou publiſhed 
another Edition of thy laſt Bawble, called a 
Book, or Second Letter to Benjamin of Ban- 
gor: Surely thou canſt not be Ignorant that 
therein thou haſt not obtain'd any Advan- 
tage to cauſe thee to Triumph over him, 
albeit thou haſt Cavilled moſt wofully there- 
in, concerning the Identity of the Words 
Church and Kingdom, which perhaps thou 
haſt conceived | hath given thee ſome Fame 
among thy own Friends: But know, O vain. 
Man, that herein thou haſt done little more 
0 wil than 


| SES = 
than ſhown us, that thou knoweſt, in ſom 
' meaſure, to inſtruct the Youth who ate 
ſent to thy School, how to Cavil and Cap, 
but art not quallified to contend by ſtrength 
of Reaſoning among Men, ſeeing thy Ad- 
verſary doth not contend for any ſuch Litte- 
ral Identity of the Church and Kingdom of 
Chrift, no not at all, only taking Notice, 
That in the general Acception of ſuch 
Things among Men, the Words Church 
and Kingdom, as applied to the People of 
the Lord on Earth, are generally undex- 
ſtood to mean the ſame Thing. 
But I am not willing to oppreſs thee, 
Friend Andrew, with the many Charges 
which I could bring againſt thee; bur I 
have two Things againſt thee, of which, if 
_ canſt acquit thy ſelf, thee wilt do 
well. 

Firſt, Friend Andrem, J muſt plainly lay 
at thy Door, all the Scandal which hath been 
brought upon the Men of thy fort, by the 
moſt Unrighteous and Prophane Squabble 
that hath ever been heard of among them, 
and which, not to mince the Matter, with 
thee, lies wholly upon thee: For albeit it 
may be true, that the reſt of thy Brethren 
aſſembled in a Body together, whoſe Con- 
ſtitution I allow not, did take Offence, and 
did fall upon the Man who thou haſt like- 
wiſe oppoſed; yet it pleaſed the King to 
remove from them any farther Power of 
Proceedings in that behalf, and the Diſpute 

© might 


3 
might there have had an End, hadſt not 
thou, putting on the Evil Spirit of Strife, 
ſet thy ſelf in Battle Array againſt the 
Truth, and kept up the Strife, which, o- 
therwiſe, prudent Men would have let fall 
by Degrees. | ani hy ny e LBS 
* Beſides, Andrem, it appeareth to me, that 
even thy firſt Letter which thou writelt 
to the ſaid Benjamin, whom they call Bi 
of Bzx——, ſavour'd of a Spirit of Strife 
waxing predominate in thee, and embitter- 
ing thy Soul againſt the Truth, for that 
therein appeared much Wrath but little y 
Reaſon, thy Reaſon ſeeming to be over- 
whelmed by thy Carnal Pans x which, 
'albeit thou art ſtiled Reverend by the pro- 
phane part of the World, yet thou haſt 
very Irreverently let looſe upon a Perſon 
more worthy than thy ſelf. 
I could give thee divers Examples of this 
out of thy own Words, which I think thou 
oughteſt ro be aſnam'd of; and the rather, 
becauſe, Friend Andrew, plainly it proceeds 
BP forth from the Corruption of thy Nature, 
a there being, at that Time, no Provocation 
| given unto thee for the ſame. Further- 
ore, Andrew, the fame Evil Diſpoſition to 
gibe and caſt Reproaches, is to be ſeen thro 
the whole Tenour of thy Writing againſt 
thy Adverſary Benjamin, who, on the con- 
trary, having at firſt ſpoken the Words of 
Truth and Sobernels, gave unto thee no 
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Now 


wl 


hl. 


thou haſt done Fooli 


(s) 

Now I am not Ignorant, that among 
Men, were there Provocations given to 
Rudeneſs and Wrath, they excufe one ano- 
ther in r which favour of Paſ- 
ſion, and of the fiery Diſpoſition of corrupt 


Nature, ſay ing, He had Provocation given 


him thereunto. But in thy Caſe this cannot 
be pleaded, and therefore thou art Guilty of 
acting unſeemly, and of Things unworthy 
thy Profeſſion. Nay, Andrew, but in this 
fly, and deſerveſt Re- 
buke. | | 
Furthermore, I am moved to Reprove 
thee, for that thou halt mixed thy unſeem- 
ly Speeches with thy Arguments, fayin 
in thy Heart, that thou wilt overcome b 
that means: Whereas thou couldeſt not be 
ignorant, that Words of Wrath and fier 
iſpoſition, tend to Clamour, and increaſe 
Hatred, but no ways add ſtrength unto the 
Subject in which they are uſed. Nay, Aru. 
drem, thou art not ignorant, that, on the 
contrary, it is uſual among Men to ſuppoſe, 


that when Men ſtoop to ſo mean, unbecom- 


ing a part, as that of Railing and hard Words, 
it lignifieth, that they have not any ng 
more to ſay in Argument, but that thoſe 
wrathful Expreſſions are added, to fill up 
their Diſcourſes, and to ſupply the want 
of Things more weighty, and which would 


be more to the Purpoſe than in Controver- 


= 
But 


NN | 
But while I am ghysReproving thee in 
general Terms, than wayſt perphaps, for 
thou wanteſt not Craſt demand of me to 
prove ſuch unſeemly Sp upon thee, 
which I ſhall do from thy @wn Words, ad- 
ding thereto a clear Proof, that thou hadft 
no . given thes therefore; and 
moreover, that the Subject thou waſt ar- 
guns upon had no Occaſion, neither did in 
the leaſt provoke thee to ſuch Words, or 
was at all better'd thereby when they were 
2 and alſo I ſhall prove, that thereby ©. - 
tho ö 


u haſt cauſleſly been the Occaſion of 
much Scandal to thy Profeſſion; thou alone, 
even thou Andrew Supe alone, having been 
without any Proyocation or Reaſon juſtly 
thee thereunto moving, the Cauſe, the firſt 
Mover and Beginner of all that _ ill- 
8 jarring, among the Men of thy 

rofeſſion., which hath, ſince that time, 
brought ſo much Scandal upon them all. 
But to go back to thy firſt coming forth 
in Publick on theſe Occafions: Be it known 
to thee, that thy Words were unfeemly and 
unbecoming the Title of Reverend, which 
Mea give thee ; and that even from the be- 
ginning : As for Example, to repeat ſome 
zof thy prophane Stile in thy Firſt Letter to 
Benjamin Hoadly, thou haft theſe vain and 
unſeemly Expreſſions, viz. | 


© What, my Lord, is Piety become pre- 
dominant in the Age, that the Exorbitant 
Growth 


. 

i Growth of it muft de check'd? And is 
* it to be check d hy ſuch Hands? Does the 
c Devotion rage ſo fiercely, as to 
ſtand in Need of ſuch cooling Freſcrip- 
tian? 01 BS 

© The Word [Prayer] by the Help of Men, 
© and nous Rules of Art, is come to 
« ſignify Heat and Flame — in the beſt Diſ-' 
© poſition in the World, and yet not devout e- 
* nough to pray: Intenſneſs of Heat — 
* being in a Fever: Very witty indeed! 
\ rag Ironies in the Mouth of a Chri- 
© ſtian Biſhop, on ſo ſerious and facred a 
Subject! This, I am ſure, is touching the 
very Vitals. of all that is Good, and conſe- 
* queatly, by your Lordſhip's own Allow-: 
© ance; :ought, in Duty to be reſiſted, with 
© 4 more:open and undiſguiſed Zeal than ordi- 
n M 
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Now 1 miſt. ire of thee, Andrew, 
what meaneth e and of what 
Effect are they in thy Diſpute ? If they 
were left out of thy Book, what Force 
would thy Argument have wanted, or how 
much weaker would the Words before or 
after them have been found ? Nay, Andrew, 
on the contrary; if the Readers of thy 
Works were to paſs over all theſe Words, 
which I have quoted, and placing them as in 
Pareatheſis, read on without mentioning 
them, thou canſt not ſay, that the Senſe of 
thy other Writing, ae 48 it is, would re- 
ao gane celve - 
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ceive thereby any Interruption or brea king 
off; neither would that which Men call 
Connexion or Coherence, have been bro- 
ken, or the Chain of Diſcourſe have been 
weaken' d thereby; ſo that it ſeemeth to me, 
that, r the very beſt of all, theſe Words 
were of no Weight, perfectly uſeleſs: in the 
Matter, and whatſoever 7s aſeleſs, - Andrew, 
is good for nothing, Which, by the way, I 
with thou wouldeſt conſider of as to Men 

as well as Words. ui „inn ire 
If then theſe Words were of no uſe in 
thy Diſcourſe, wherefore didſt thou put 
them into thy Diſcourſe ? for Things which 
are unſeemly are avoided by Wiſe Men, un- 
leſs conſtrained by evident Neceſſity to make 
uſe of them; but where is the Neceſſity of 
thy putting forth Words of this Nature, 
and what hath been the Uſe of them? this, 
I believe, thou canſt hardly ſhew; whete- 
fore, Andrem, thou art verily blame worthy 
on this Account, and I am conſtrained to 
Rebuke thee therefore z for thou haſt ſpoken 
vile Words without Cauſe, and haſt inju- 
riouſly treated thy Neighbour without Cauſe. 
I could pur thee in Mind of many unſeem- 
ly Words more in thy firſt Letter, wherein 
thou haſt Evil entreated thy Friend Benju- 
min. But without entring thus into the par- 
ticular Words of Scorning which thou haſt 
uſed therein, 1 ſay unto thee, that the w hole 
Tenour of the ſaid Letter it ſelf, is ſuch, as 
deſerveth Rebuke, ſavouring of Wrath, and 
| tending 


(53). 


tending to pour Contempt upon the Perſcn | 


of him who thou waſt then contending 
with: Verily, Audrem, thou ſeemeſt to write 
he ſame, 'Wheh an Evil Spirit from the 
d was upon thee, ſo that thou waſt fully 
| 9 the eby, and not by that ſpirit of 
Aeeknels Wherewith a good Man ought 
always to be moved; not conſidering that 
— of Man worketh not Righteouſ- 
And now Azarew, ſincerely and plainly, 
thou mult neceſſarily Bluſh ro read over the 
Reply of Benjamin thy Oppoſer ; ſurely thou 
art ſelf-condemn'd therein; and mutt take 
ſhame unto thy ſelf, ſaying, Verily I have 
Si 7 T7 OR TIE 
With what Meekneſs and Humility does 
he uſe thee, in returning thee ſoft ſpeeches 
nd Words of Peace, for thy Wrath an 
itterneſs? How does he treat thee with 
Kindneſs and Courteſie, not rendring thee 
Railing for Railing; but Peaceably and 
Calmly, whea thou haſt ſmitten him with- 
the fiſt of Wickedneſs on one Cheek, hath 
turned to thee the other alſo.  _. 
Verily, Az4rew; he hath heaped Coals of 
Fire on thy Head; for he hath returned to 
thee Good for thy Evil, and hath thereby 
alſo had much advantage over thee; for ve- 
rily, it is the Language even of 1 
Brethren, Thar he hath ſlaim thee by for- 
bearing thee ; that he hath forborn to return 
thee Railing for Railing, and hath thereby 
B ex- 


(10) 
expoſed thy Moderation, and proved his 
own: For belieye me, Andrew, there very 
ſeldome accrues to any Man any Loſs in a 
Diſputation, by his preſerving the temper of 
his Mind free from ſuch haſty Excufions, as I 
am ſaying thou haſt been guilty of; on the 
contrary, , it ſheweth a Soul free from the 
tyratiny of its own Paſſions, and entirely 
within the Government and Influences of 
its own Reaſon: 8 

And 1 the rather am moved to obſerve with 
what calmneſs and quietneſs Friend Benja- 
min hath treated thee with, becauſe I muſt 
have ſome Words with thee, Andrew, before 
thee, and I part, concerning thy Second 
Letter, in return to Friend Benjamin's An- 
ſwer to thy Firit ; wherein it ſeemeth to 
me, that thou art yet more blame-worthy 
than before ; for that whereas he hath ſpo- 
ken to thee in the ſpirit of Meekneſs, with 
ſoft Words, to pacity and turn away thy 
Anger, ſaying, I forgive thee Andrew, This 
hath had a quite contrary effect upon thee, 
for it hath caufed thy Anger to riſe, even 
as a Storm rageth in the Sea, and hath cau- 
&d thee to wax more angry than thou waſt 
before; and even to encreaſe thy Wrath to 
madneſs and. intemperance of vain Words 
and fooliſh, ſuch as are indeed very un- 
e | 

I obſerve therefore to thee firſt, Auarem, 
that thou. wert. uſed by Benjamin Hoadley in 
a molt friendly and ſober manner, even 7 * 


* 
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this th unſeemly Letter; I ſhall repeat a 
few of his Words unto thee for thy Con- 
viction, and if it ny ba for: the humbling 
of thy Pride, it ſhall be likewiſe to my Sa- 
tisfaction. His Words ate thus in the be- 
ginning of his Book: 


* I doin the firſt place aſſure You, that L 
am ſo far from being uneaſy, either at your 
* thinking in a different Way from Me; or at 
: pon giving the World an Account of your 
Thoughts: that I eſteem it your Dut 
* both to judge for your ſelf, and to abb 
* what you judge neceſſary for the Vindica- 
tion of the Honour of God, and of Reli- 
gion. You needed not My Hampe, to ju- 
# ſtify it. The Importance of the Matter, 
© and. the Common Right of Mankind, are 
much better Juſtifications. I only hope 
that my Example did not lead you into the 
Manner, in which you have choſe to do it. 


What hard and ſevere Appellations your in. 


© ward Conviction and private Belief may have 
© ſuggeſted to you, I cannot tell: They can 
hardly, I think be worſe than the Outward 
« Expreſſions you have been pleaſed to honour 
© me with, in this Peformance. As far as I 
* am concern'd jn either of them, I forgive 
© them: And as 1 am ready to return you all 
« Chriſtian Good Offices, inſtead of ſuch 
* Treatment as I have met with ; 1 will con- 
tent my ſelf with explaining my own 
Meaning, where — 8 it miſtaken; and 

| 2 vin- 


(12) 
* vindicating and juſtfying it, where I find 
it needful. © And this for the fake of the 
World about Us: for whoſe True, Legal, 
© and Chriſtian Liberty, if 1 have expreſs'd 
too much Concern ; I hope, They will at 
© leaſt pardon me ſo great an Injury. 


It is not eaſie, Friend Andrew, for any 
Man to give a more ſoft Anſwer to a rude 
Letter than this ſeemeth to me to be; and 
it cannot be that thou haſt made ſuch a re- 
turn unto it as appeareth to me, under th 
Hand, and in Print, to the World, are ſo 
very amazing, that I am even agaſt at thee, 
Andrew, that thy Prudence, which I had 
ſome good Thoughts of until now, could 
permit thee to act after ſuch a manner! for 
_ verily, Andrew, not the Lines J have quoted 
unto thee only, but even the whole tenour 
of his Book ſavours of Calmneſs, Humility, 
Truth and Moderation, forbearing thee, 
and avoiding eyery thing which might move 
thee to wrath againſt him, and not rendring 
thee Railing for Railing, or Reviling for Re- 
viling ; but on the contrary, taking from 
thee all Occaſion or Pretence for making an 
Evil-diſpos'd Return : And in proving this, 
I give thee an opportunity to Read again 
the laſt Words of Benjamin Hoadley's Aue 
to thy Letter, as follows: FO 


I have No Civilities to ſpend any Time 
+ in thanking You for. Perhaps, your No- 
„ 4 OT 3 


„ 
tion of Religion is, that it forbids Lou to 
© ſhew Any to One from who 1 ſome- 


* times imagine, You, differ. The want of 
* Them; and the Alundance of Some-thing ig 
their ſtead, | Pray God tg forgive I nei, 
* ther return You like Uſage my Self: Not 


© am I pleas'd that d el ſhould. 1 


fſincerely wiſh you A Happine& here an 
© hereafter : and am, dy 1 


SIR, 
Togr, &c. 
BENJAMIN BANGOR, 


And how couldeſt thou, Andrew, who art 
Reverend, and art Content that Men ſhould 
call thee ſo, Who art a Teacher of Children, 
and oughteſt ta be their Guide into the Right 
Way, who art Elevated in thy Heart, and 
art ſatisfied that Men ſhould call thee Doctor, 
How couldeſt thou, I ſay unto thee, make 
any unſeemly Reply to Speeches and Words 
well-ordred as theſe are, returning Evil for 
Good, and Incivility for, the greateſt Cour. 
teſy ? Plainly thou art inexcuſable, O Man; 
nay, I muſt tell thee, Audrem, moſt plainly, 
that thou haſt loſt thy Credit among Wiſe 
Men, and art eſtgemed as one of the fooliſh 
Ones, who have not the Government over 
their own Paſſions. | 


Verily 


7 
r 
. 


( 
Verily, in this T muſt Rebuke thee, As 
drew, for as much, as in thy next Reply, 


thou haft laid the foundation of much Strife 


among Men, and haſt been the ofcafion of 
the moſt blame-worthy Strife that hath hap- 
pened 1n any Age. within our Memody : for 


thou wert the Beginner of that moſt ſcan- 


- dalous Strife that was ever yet known among 


_ eſpecially among Religious Men, be- 
ore. 

In purſuing thee upon this Charge, I ſay 
unto thee, Andrew, I muſt examine, not only 
into what thou haſt ſaid, but likewiſe into 
what Reaſon thou hadſt had for ſaying the 
things which thou haſt ſaid, and doing the 
things which thou haſt done, and the Rea- 
ſon is manifeſt ; for that much Evil hath 
been ſpoken, and many unſeemly Words 
have been 8 which have had no other 
beginning but in thy Words; ſo that thou 
haſt made thy ſelf to be the Leader in all the 
foul doings which have been on either ſide. 

Neither let it be ſufficient for thee, to 
waſh thy hands of the Strife which has been 
carried on ſince thy ſecond Book, ſaying, 
That thou art Clear, in that thou haſt fairl 
named the Perſon of whom thou receive 


falſe Words, to wit, the Man called the 


High Prieſt of Carliſe; for this will by no 
means clear thee of the Charge wherewith I 
am moved in Spirit*to Charge thee; But on 
the other hand, I ſhall lead thee back unto 
thy own Works, to wit, thy Second Letter 

1 : ro 


(-15,) A 
to Friend Benjamin, wherein thou haſt dealt 
with him in a moſt unrighteous manner, 
uſing many Vile Expreſſions, and Words of 
Bitterneſs, which, beſides that they are un- 
ſeemly, and ſuch as becometh thee not, are 
alſo unjuſt, and ſuch as he deſerved not at 
thy hand; having given forth to thee no- 
thing but words of Meekneſs and Soberneſs, 
as I have already advertiſed thee above. 

Now to give ſome account of the immo- 
deſt Gibes and Taunts with which thou haſt 
thus aſſaulted the inoffenſive Perſon I am 
ſpeaking to thee of, I defire thee to look 
back upon thoſe few I have Collected out of 
thy writing, called, A Second Letter, &c, L 
begin with the following Words, viz. 


© T know not whether I have yet hit the 


exact Level of your Lordſhip's Capacity, 


* nor whether you may not fay, that this 
* Explication alſo, is either above or beneath. 


it. Ican only fay, that if your Lordſhip 


had as ſincerely endeavour'd to make your 


« ſelf intelligible, as I have done, in this 


and my former Letter; the world would, 
* allow you to be a much faiter Reaſoner 


If in t of 
* byrinth as you had led me into, I happe- 


© than t fy do. 
e 


ned to diſcover one poſſible Inter pretation 
eſs hurtful than the reſt; it was doing you 
© all the Juſtice in my power, to mention it. 
with a perhaps. The certainly I had then 


no 


midſt of ſuch a perplex'd La- 


þ | Bt NIEL 
1 * hd Foündatidn for, and not {0 much now 
Fi * as I '66u't with. 3 | 
Again as follows, 2/6. ©I beg, my Lord, 
it may N Expurgatory Index, as 
8 y_ roceed in reforming our Spiritual 
© DialeQ, and baniſhing Words of Super- 

* ſtitious itnportance. I ſhall be glad to fee 

* a frank and open Conceſſion from your 

© Lordſhip, that there may be ſuch a thing 

* as ſincere and laudable Devotion; an 

* that it is nat all of thar Sort, which Igno- 
© rance is faid to be the Mother of. 2 


Again Page 35. thou uſeſt theſe unſeeml 
Sarcaſticks, vis. A likely Method ! to promote 

the Effett by Exterminating the _ A far- 
prizing Project! to make the Branches flouriſh, 

2 ſtriking at the Root. Nay, Andrew, but 

ſe are not ſremly Speeches, neither does 

there appeat to be fufficient Occaſion for 
them adminiſtreq unto thee by Benjamin 
Hoadley, who has uſed thee with much more 
decency in his Speech. Me EVE 
But thou haſt yet worſe Expreſſions than 

theſe, for thy wrath riſeth up to an higher 
| pitch, and in thy next thou ſheweſt a Cli- 
| max of the like unbecoming Expreſſions, 
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till at laſt thou ariſeſt to the highelt pitch 
of Untighteous dealings, even Slander it ſelf: 
I ſhall put thee in mind of but this one more, 
bdefore I come to the great Charge of Slan- 
der; and this in the following Words, viz. 


Let 


. 

Let me beſeech your Lordſhip to con- 
* fider, whether this ſhifting way of Wri- 
ting, this Art of being miſunderſtood, 
* with one Meaning for your Reader to run 
* away with, and another to bring your 
* ſelf off by, if called in Queſtion, is agree- 
* ble to the Qualifications requir'd in a Mi- 
* niſter of Jeſus Chriſt , whether this is not 
© handling the Word of God deceitfully ; whe- 
ther it is rightly dividing the Word of Trath : 
* whether it comes up to the Character of 
* a Biſhop that he be t to Teach? Your 
* Lordſhip -might as well ſpeak in an un- 
Known Tongue, as in Periods ſo unintelligi- 
* bly fram'd: Where a Poſition that ſeems to 
* be laid down crudely and without Re- 
* ſtrition, ſhall claim the Protection of ſome 
Word or Clauſe, that lies lurking at the 
* Diſtance of half a dozen Lines, When the 
© Trumpet gives ſach an uncertain Sound, who 
« ſhall prepare himſelf to the Battle? They 
* were not the Oracles of Truth, which 
© were deliver'd in ſuch Riddles. 


Verily theſe are Words of Bitterneſs, An- 
drew, and in a Man, who profeſſeth to be an 
Inſtructor of others, are very unſeemly : Fur- 
thermore, Andrew, they are doubly ſo, as 
they do not appear to be needful in the leaſt 
Degree, to what thy other Words ſeemed to 
import; but are meer Excurſions of thy ſin- 
ful Paſſions, and partake only of Evil Prin- 

— ciples, 
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ciples, ſuch as Wrath, Strife, Hatred, Mal- 
lice, and other abominable Exils. 

And l am theratherenclin'd to put thee in 
mind of theſe Things, that thou may*R-an- 
{wer to thoſe who may demand it of thee, 
What Advantage did it giye unto thy Argu- 
ment? And from what Prineiples within 
thee, didſt thou bring into thy Letter, a Mat» 
ter of Rproach and Scandal upon thy. Bro- 
ther Benjamin, which, had it been proved. 
muſt have loaded his good Name, and 
brought him into Subjection to the Tongues 
of Evil Men; but had neither one way or 
the other Confirmed, or Confuted, either chy 
Opinion or his; in the Matters whereof 
thou wert Debating. | 

O Andrew! Andrew ! hadſt thou been gui- 
ded by err Light of Truth ſbining in thy 
inward Parts, thou woaldeſt have known 
that the Light leadeth to Peace, and the Spi- 
rit wherewith thou ſhouldeft have been led, 
is a Spirit of Meekneſs and Charity, not a 
Spirit of Envy and Slander, Let us repeat 
thy Words, that thou mayſt read them over 
in thy more retired Hours, and may be 
touched therewith, and mayſt repent. of the 
Bitterneſs of thy Heart againſt thy Brother, 
to whom thou ſhouldeſt walk in the Law. of 
Charity and Love: The Words which I ad- 
yiſe thee to look upon, are theſe: | 


* Thy 


OE: (19 , * 
be flying ſa often to ſuch Evaſions; will 


Tt cauſe the Sincerity of any Writer to be 
* call'd in Queſtion. But I cannot help, on 
* this., Occaſion, preſſing . your, Lordſhip, 


© with a Point of Fact, which will ſhew 


* more convincingly how fincerely you have 
dealt. Lay your Hand then an joar Heart, 
© my Lord, which I fear you did not: do, 
* whet1p.46. of your Anſwer you. made this 
© Profeſſion. Goa knows I preathed what I 


found there ſin the New Teſtament] nor 


* only without the Knowledge of any Man li- 


* ving ; bat without the leaſt View of pleaſing ' 


1 or dijpleaſing any Man living, I pray recol- 
© let Your ſelf, and put theſs plain Queſtions 
„ home to your own Cotiſcience : whether 
© your Abſolutely's and Properly's, and ſuch 

r [ike evalive Words, were not omitted in 
« yourSermon, as it was originally composd ? 

© Whether you did not, betore it was preach- 
© ed, ſhew it a certain Perſon without ſuch 
« Limitations? And whether you was not 
with Uifficulty prevailed upon by him, to 
« inſert them by way of Caution? What 
© Anſwer you will make to your ſelf on theſe 
Heads, muſt be left to God, and your own 
© Conſcience; but if you think fit to anſwer 
© the World in the Negative; I engage that a 
© Perſon of unqueſtionable Veracity, of as 
high and ſacred a Station as your Lordſhip, 
© will charge himſelf with the Proof of the 


* Affirmative. 2165 
3g GY. Now 


2 
Now if any Man ſhould ask thee, what 
thy Deſign was in bringing this Charge a- 


gainſt thy Brother; and, Whether it doeth 


either one way or other Prove or Enforce the 
Argument thou wert diſputing upon, What 
wilt thou anſwer unto them, Andrew? And 


how wilt thou defend thy felf? Verily, this 


could be no other than an ungodly and wicked 


Deſign, to load thy Brother with Infamy, 


and to cauſe him to be caſt out of the So- 
ciety of good Men, as a falſe Brother, and as 
an Evil Doer. And what advantageth this 
in the Matter whereof thou waſt di ſcourſing? 
What Weight doth this carry with it in the 
Ballances of thy Diſcourſe concerning the 
Duty of Praying to God? How doeth this 
Prove what thou wert pretending to Plead 
for, concerning Ardency of Affection in 
Praying to thy Father which is in Heaven ? 
Plainly, Andrew, Friends can ſee nothing of 
the Ardency of thy Affections in it, but what 
ſhews the Ardency of thy Paſſions, and the 
Heat and Flame hich thy Wrath hath kind- 
led in thy Breaſt. 
And knoweſtiHiou not, O Man, empty of 
Charity and Peace; knoweſt thou not, that 
all thoſe Things wherewith thou haſt charg- 
ed thy Brother Benjamin, are falſe, and are 
not according to the Truth, and that he hath 
repelled the Force of thy Charge, and of all 
the Enemies which thou haſt ſtirred up a- 
gainſt him; and the Arrows which thou — 
Ot 


e 

ſhot againſt him are returned back upon thee, 
and have wounded thee ſorely ? wherefore 
hardeneſt thou thyFace againſt Shame, and ſay- 
eſt, I will not Bluſh, perſwading thy People to 

onounce thee clear of this Charge, ſaying, 
Loe, he hath cleared himſelf, for that he hath 

ven an Account of the Perſons from whom he 
received the Report; and hath ſaid anto the 
Man at Carliſle, eves unto his Face, Thou art 
the Man. Be not deceived, O Man ! for al. 
beit thou hadſt theſe evil Reports from wick- 
ed Men, who have raiſed the ſame with evil 
Deſign, thinking thereby to 'bring thy Bro- 
ther, the ſaid Benjamin, into Diſgrace with 
our Lord the King, and that he ſhould not 
be exalted, as they feared he would, to be 
the High Prieſt of the moſt Northern Parts 
of the Land; I ſay, albeit this evil Deſign 
was in the ſaid Man of Carliſie, and thou 
mayſt know little thereof, yet it is manifeſt 
againſt thee, Axdrew, that the Spirit of 
Wrath and Envy was upon thee when thou 
didſt take up an evil Report againſt thy Bro- 
ther; and was pleaſed therewith, ſaying, 
Come let us ſmite him with the Tongue, and 
ive no heed unto his Words. 

Verily, Andrem, thy having received this 
evil Report from another Man, does not at 
all waſh thee clean of the Guilt wherewith I 
charge thee, to wit, of thy being willing to 
raiſe an evil Report; and to ſpread evil 
Speeches againſt thy Brother, ſaying, _ 

at 


3 Ea | 
" hath he done, even 4 the wicked Men do, 
doth he : RE ould on the raneet, 
have firſt admoniſhed thy Brother after a 
friendly manner, and have ſaid unto him in 
ſecret, Friend, Benjamin, I hear an Evil Re- 
Fort concerning thee, wherefore doe ſt thou "wo | 
Wings? which if thou hadft done in Meek- 
- « Teſs and Sincerity, as it was meet thou 
ſhouldeſt have done, then would thy Bro: 
ther alſo have calmly convinced thee that 
theſe Things were raiſed. againſt him by 
evil-diſpoſed Men, with Purpoſes to defame 
him, and that he was not Guilty of the 
ſame. And when thou ſhouldeſt have. made 
Search thereintq, and hadſt been ſatisfied, 
gs I ſuppoſe thou aft now ſatisfied that theſe 
Things are not Right, thou wouldeſt have 
forborn charging thy Brother in ſo open, and 
ſo notorious a manner as thou haſt done. 
Braut inftead hereof, thou haſt, O miſguided 
Man! walked contrary to thy Light, and to 
thoſe Rules which thou well knoweſt. it was 
thy Duty to follow ; haſt joined Hands with 
the Slanderers, and laid a Confederacy with 
the Defamers of an innocent Perſon. Nay, 
Andrew, herein thou haſt done very wicked- 
ly, and it is meet that Men rebuke thee ; 
therefore, for be it that this evil Report was 
firſt raiſed by other Men, yet haſt thou with · 
out Cauſe: ſpread and publiſhed the ſame , 
whereas Charity had required thee to have 
covered the Inſirmity of thy Brother, -4 
| | | mu 


, 
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* much more when the ſame is Slanderous and 

* and there is no Truth therein; which 

as it appeareth to me, and to other Friends 
alſo, there really is not. 

Nay, Andrew, I muſt ſay unto thee, that 
hadſt thou known this Report againſt thy 
Brother to be true, and that he had been 
Guilty thereof, yet thou haſt gratified thy 
evil Diſpoſition | in publiſhing dy lame in ſu 
a manner, and in that thou art raually to 
blame; for wouldeſt thou, Andi, that th 
Brother ſhouldeſt be ex 2 *or would, 
thou rather that he ould Repent ? f the 
fr/t, Thou art not clothed with the Spirit of 
Chriſt's Miniſter ; nay, Andrew, thou canſt not 
be what thou calle "thy ſelf, and wouldeſt 
that other Men ſhould call thee, to wit, 2 
Chriſtian. If the laſt be thy choice, Why 
then didſt thou not firſt admoniſh thy Bra- 
ther to Amend and Repeat, 

Verily, Andrew, thou haſt been wrong in 
this Mater and howbeit thou mayſt nor 
— been concerned in raiſing an evil Re- 

againſt "by Brother; yet, verily, thou 

a — o ſelf glad that an evil Report 
has been raiſed, and haſt gteehly embraced 
the Opportunity of ſpreading and encreafing 
the ſames: And thus I have made good my 
Charge againſt thee, in ſuch a manner ay» 


thou canſt not repel the ſame. 


And 


— — 


E 
And ſeeing the Guilt of this Offence 
would lie thus evidently againſt thee, al. 
though the Charge it ſelf had been juſt ; 
how much more then art thou Guilty of a 
Crime againſt thy Brother, ſeeing the Fact 
wherewith he is charged by thee appears to 
be Unrighteous and Untrue? Verily, 4. 
drew, thou art a Party to this Slander, . not- 
withſtanding thou thinkeſt to clear thyſelf, 
ſaying, I received it from ſuch a Perſon : For 
why didſt thou not make due ſearch after the |, 
Truth, until thou hadſt found out the ſame? 
Why didſt thou publiſh Evil Things againſt 
thy Brother, ſaying, it is SO; even SO, and 
a living Man HATH teſtified ; whereas thou 
canſt now only ſay, that thou haſt been told 
f that there is ſuch a Living Man; for now . 
1 thou ſeeſt that this Living Man cannot be 
| found, and the Man who thou haſt talked 
with hath LIED anto thee, (ſaying, that there 
was ſuch a Living Man, whereas ſuch a Li- 
ving Man is not in the World. 
Verily, Andrew, this is not right, and- 
thou haſt ſinned againſt the Truth, in that 
thou haſt been what the Men of the World 
call a Tool, to hand on the idle Tales of Ma- 
licious and Evil diſpoſed Perſons, to wound 
the Repute and good Name of thy Brother; 
I'fay thou haſt been their Tool; for had they 
been willing to have appeared in the con- 
firming what they had ſaid, why ſhould they 
ſer thee to work thus to do it for _—_ : — 
| oubt- 
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doubtleſs they wot not 922 that they ſhould 
be thus expoſed by thee, but that it ſhould 
all have fallen upon the. 

 Howbeit, - Andrew, flatter not thy ſelf, 
with the Reproach ly ing all upon thoſe who 
thou haſt named; "for verily, much ot the 
Filth thereof cleaveth into thee, and eſpeci- 
ally of that worſt part, I mean, that which 
carrieth in it a Diſpoſition to expoſe the Man 
whom' thou couldeſt not confute. In Truth, 
Anarew, this is a moſt unſeemly Thing, and 
unberoming a Man of Gravity, of Yeats as 


thou ſeemeſt to be; for we are to be render 


of the Reputation of our Brother, how elſe 
do we Love our Neighbour as our "ſelves. | 

But I have yet other Matter for whicti 
thou deſerveſt Rebuke, and for which, as I 


am made to underſtand; thou wilt yet be 


brought to Shame; for that thou haſt not 
only ſpread and publiſhed ſlanderous Stories, 
raiſed by others, as is faid above; but thou 
haſt teſtified the Rutnour of thy Spirit by « 
willing Slander of thy own raiſing, ſeeing 
thou haſt given one of the moſt innocent 
and moſt juſtifiable Actions that could be 
done by thy Brother Benjamin, I fay thou 
haſt 2306 it an ill Conftruftion, even to 
Reproachand Condemnation, from thine own 
Autbority; and even contrary to Truth, and 


to the fimple Meaning thereof : This is in the 


Words following, viz. 
D c Before 


_— — — 
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© Before you are ſo free thea, in caſting 
© Reproaches on others as, N aſtectded; 
you NT do well to put away the Jaſait 
Þ whom you entertain in your Family, your 
© intimate Companion and Confident. A 
15 he certainly was, (and your Lotd- 
ip lis not iggorant- of it 3). a if be has 
given you any Satisfaction that he has re- 
c „une the. Romiſb Errors, he has given 
the World none. His, putting on the Air 
of a Free-Thinker, is ſo far from being a 
proof of his Converſion, that it is ta me 
- -* a ſure Evidence of the contrary, and gives 
me the ſame Impreſſion, as it 1 law. him 
' officiating at High- Maſs, © | 
© ?Iis one of the known. and dale Au. 
fices of that Politick Fraternity, to perſo- 
© nate all Characters, to appear in eve 
Shape and, Dres, in order to promote their 
© main Delign, the Subverſion of the Church 
© of England: Which they have always felt to 
6 90 — Grand Bulwark af the Reformation, 
and the Mound that keeps out the Inunds-. 
g 1 of Popery from once more ae. 
Euro 
7 Im 2 ay, your evaſru ve and equi 
_ © wocal Way of Writing, ſayqurs very ſtrong- 
© Iy of ſuch, Communication: And whether 
the ſame Perſon may not have help'd, you 
to a Mental Reſervation, to juſtify a ſolemn 
0 3 to God, that what you Preach'd; 
was without the Kyowledge of any Man 
living; 
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© living ; When a Living Man has teftified, 
that it was Preach'd with lis Knowledge, 


< and; ſubmitted- to his Correction; your 
5. Logdfhip-belt: knows. 


I I ſhall forbear to ſay much unto thee, An. 
arew, upon thus Head, becauſe: I hear thou 
wilt receive due Correction for this thy Folly, 
and: bg. niſhed therein: as an Euil Deer, as 
verily thou well deſerveſt; for this I muſt ſay 
unto thee, that it is au Iniquity to be puniſhed 
by the Judge 10139 1 i 

Iadeed, Andnem, tlinu falleſt very heavily 
upon thy Brother, and ſeemeſt very willing 
- to. deſixoy him if it were in thy Power, at 
leaſt utter l to deftroy his good Name, and 
to make the mention | of: his Name to ſtink in 
the Noſtrils of Men. a 

Nor doaſt thou come ' off here by ſaying 
that this hath been told thee by others, but 
taking it wholly upon thy ſelf, thou art be · 
come both the Raiſer and Father of the Slan- 
der, and the Spreader thereof likewiſe, and 
I doubt not, thou wilt be made to ſuffer in 
both theſe Capacities; for Il am well aſſured 
that ſuck Meaſures are to be taken with thee 
in that Caſe, as differ ſomething from the 
— and meck. Proceedings of thy Brother 

rr 118399] JO 30 - 229% 
hou: mayſt obſerve, I here ftile Benjamin 


Headley thy Brother, not as if T were equal- 
ling thee to him, ar levelling him ta thee in 
Merit 


(a8), * 

Merit; but as Friends kriow no Inequalities 
of Degrees, as Men ordinarily make, whereby 
© one Friend is exalted above another in hu- 
mane Appellations, calPd Dignities ; ſo he is 
thy Brother, thy Neighbour, thy Friend, and 
mine alſo, and ſo only thou art to under- 

ſtand me, to mean in thoſe Speeches. 
Upon the whole I admoniſh thee, Andrew; 
to repent, for thou haſt done very fooliſhly, 
yea, thou haſt done wickedly- and abomi- 
nably, and wiſe Men Condema thee-for the 
lame; I adviſe thee therefore, I ſay, to Re- 
pent, and make Confeſſion of thy Fault to 
him that thou haft offended, and likewiſe to 
all thoſe who have ſeen thy Folly ; and ha- 
ving thus made thy Peace with thy Brother, 
thou mayſt then go and offer thy Gift upon 
the Altar. . 1 55 | 
Thou art indeed anſwered wiſely and 
gravely by. Friend Daniel Whitby, and moſt. 
of thy falſe and malicious Dealings by thy 
Antagoniſt are therein expoſed ; and, veri- 
ly, the faid Daniel hath uſed thee as thou 
well deſerveſt, though it is' not Friends way 
to give ſuch Language as he there beſtow- 
eth on thee, of Impadent, Deteſtable, and 
the like; neither hath he ſeen ſo plainly in- 
to the Rage of thy Diſpoſition, and the 
Naughtineſs of thy Heart, as I have 
here done. Howbeit, Andrew, I muſt tell 
thee, that in ſome Part of this Rebuke to 
thee, he is very juſt, and thou wouldeſt — 

| we 
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well to take heed unto his Words, in his 
Three firſt Propoſitions, as follows: 


I. Whoſoever lays to the Charge of | another 
4 falſe Imputation, of à thing tending to the 
blaſting of his Reputation in the Eye of the 
World, is guilty of Calumny and Falſehood, he 
is Ae, 4 Convitiator, and ſo by St. Paul's 
| Rule, 1. Cor. 5.18. he is to be excluded from 
the Society of Chriſtians, and will, faith the 
ſame Apoſtle, Chap 6. 10. without Repen- 
tance, be excluded from the Kingdom of God. 


He is doing that which is highly diſpleaſing 


to God, for among the Things which God 
hates, and which are an Abomination to him, 
theſe are Three, a Lying Lip, a Falſe Witneſs, 
and he that Soweth Diſcord among Brethren, 
Prov, 6.17. 19. 

II. If this Deportment is attended with plain 
Signs, and evident Marks of a bitter Zeal, 
and contention in the Heart ; he that uſeth it, 


and much more he that defends it as well 


conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, hyes ggainſt the 

Truth, and is not ated by that Wiſdom which 
is from above; but by that Wiſdom which 
is 3 Senſual, and Deviliſh, Jam. 3. 
14. 15, 16. 

il. When this is done againſt « Man of un- 
common Abilites, which may be employed in an 
Eminent Manner to the advancement of God's 
Glory, and the Edification of his People, the 
Crime is highly aggravated, | becauſe ſuch 


29) | 
Uſage directly tends = render him Vile and 
Contemptible in the Eyes 
by to obſtruct the influence of all he can at- 
tempt to do for the Advancement of 4 gt 
Glory, and the Ediſication of bis P a 
— I need not tell pro Doctor, that this 
caſe, in order to his obtaining Pardon From 
God, he is obliged in Equity and Iuſtite, to 
do all that he is able oben the x 
of the Injury done by his Cobulhilf and Fall. | 
hood, to the injured Perſon: 


Plainly, Friend Andy», cot art bece very 
warmly Chaltiſed I wiſh it may be fot thy 
| Good, and [ have Hope of thy Amendment; 
in which, if I am Right, and thou Kepent: 
eſt of thisthy Folly, thou ſhalt & well. 


" Ebentl,. 
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